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 John M. Beeler 
owned and operated a Mur-
rieta bakery at the intersec-
tion of Washington Avenue 
and B Street from 1913 
through 1917.    Not only 
was he a successful baker, 
but he was also a civic 
leader who helped promote 
Murrieta’s agricultural prod-
ucts at the annual Riverside 
County Fair.   His leader-
ship led to Murrieta’s suc-
cess in receiving recognition 
and top rewards in the com-
munity exhibit competition 

in 1916. 

 John M. Beeler was born 
March 29, 1880 in Washington, 
Petitis County, Missouri.  He was 
the son of Joel H. Beeler, Sr. and 
Mary C. Julian Beeler.    His 
younger brother, Joel Henry 
Beeler, Jr., at the age of eighteen, 
had moved to Riverside County 
around 1900 and worked for Wil-
liam H. Sanders as a farm laborer.    
Joel, Jr. would eventually settle in 
the Winchester area and become a 

dry grain farmer. 

 John married Lucia E. 
Paige, of Missouri in 1905.  They 
had one daughter, Beulah V. 
Beeler, born April 9, 1906 in Kan-
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sas.   Around 1907, John Beeler 
moved to California and joined his 
brother.  In 1910, John and his fam-
ily were living in Beaumont work-
ing for Winslow G. Haslam.  The 
Beeler family may have been re-
lated to the Haslam family who had 
settled in Winchester many years 

earlier. 

 By 1913, John Beeler had 
purchased the Old Mac Holland 
property five miles southwest of 
Winchester.   He had established 
himself as a dry grain farmer, but 
may not have been satisfied.    In 
August 1913, John Beeler had an-

Murrieta baker, John M. Beeler (Source: E 

Hale Curran Collection) 



nounced that he was moving his 
family to Nebraska.   A large 
auction was held on September 
3, 1913 in which he sold all of 
his livestock and farm imple-
ments.   After the auction, in-
stead of moving to Nebraska, 
John surprised his friends and 
purchased the Murrieta bakery 

from George Griffis. 

 George and Carrie Griffis 
opened the Murrieta bakery and 
a fruit stand around May 1912.  
One year later, Carrie Griffis 
suffered a paralytic stroke.   She 
went to stay and recover with 
her daughter, Mrs. Kathryn Tho-
mas in Los Angeles.    By the 
end of the summer George Grif-
fis decided to sell his bakery to 
John Beeler and care for his ail-
ing wife.   In December 1914, 

Carrie Griffis suffered a second 
stroke.   She died on January 20, 
1915 and was laid to rest in the 

Laurel Cemetery. 

The Murrieta community 
welcomed the new owners of the 

Murrieta bakery. 

 

“Our new bakery run by 
Mr. and Mrs. John Beeler is do-
ing fine.  Mr. (Benjamin) Tar-
water and Mr. (Bert) Small have 
very kindly given them over the 
bread bus, and we believe they 
will have a good trade.  They are 
worthy people.”  (September 19, 

1913, Riverside Daily Press) 

 

The Beeler family par-

ticipated and joined the local so-
cial clubs.  Lucia Beeler joined 
the Ladies Aid Society in No-
vember.   Later she would be 
elected the society’s treasurer.  
In January 1914, John and Lucia 
became members of the Murrieta 
Methodist Episcopal Church.  
Then John was nominated presi-
dent of the Epworth League for 
one year.  At the May league 
meeting, the largest crowd ever 
assembled enjoyed cake and ice 

cream at the Murrieta bakery. 

Joel Beeler, Sr., John’s 
father, died on July 18, 1910 in 
Pettis County, Missouri.  Mary 
Beeler, John’s mother, came to 
California to visit her children in 
September 1914.   It had been 
nine years since she had seen 
John and even more time had 
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In 1917, Dr. John Sturgess stands on the eastside of Washington Avenue.   North of him is the Murrieta 

bakery sign at the corner of B Street. (Source: E Hale Curran Collection) 
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passed since she had seen Joel, 
Jr.  After the harvest was com-
plete, John and his mother went 
to Winchester to visit Joel, Jr. 
and his family.   Mary Beeler 
then traveled to visit her daugh-
ter, Mrs. Minnie Gandy in Pasa-
dena, and stayed until February 
before she returned to Missouri.  
Mary died in 1944 at the age of 
92 and was buried beside her 

husband. 

John and Lucia Beeler 
soon became involved with the 
annual Riverside County Fair 
that provided local towns the 
chance to display their crops, 
and homemade products in order 
to create interests in agricultural 
development and growth.   By 
1915, Murrieta formed a com-
mittee to create a community 

display for the fair. 

 “Committees have been 
appointed as follows:  Mrs. John 
(Lucia) Beeler, chairman of the 
general committee on exhibits; 
George L. Black, booths and 
decorations; John Beeler, farm 
products; Mrs. Anita Hadsell, 
fancy work; Mrs. Clifford 
Anderson, fruit.”  (September 
22, 1915, Riverside Independent 

Enterprise) 

 

Murrieta farmers brought 
over 118 varieties of farm pro-
duce to John Beeler’s bakery.   
During the week of the fair, the 
committee decided to ask local 
businesses to close so residents 
could attend the event.  An esti-
mate one hundred Murrieta resi-

dents attended the fair that year. 

Murrieta Community Dry-Farming Exhibit at the Riverside County 
Fair.  It is possible John Beeler is standing on the left              

(Source:  E Hale Curran Collection) 

The Murrieta fair exhibit 
was a huge success.  The exhibit 
proved that even though Murri-
eta was a dry farming commu-
nity, the people were still capa-
ble of producing incredible prod-
ucts.   Despite their efforts, the 
judges awarded the first place 
blue ribbon to Glenavon, an irri-
gated community.  Murrieta 
placed second.   Later there was 
some discussion to have two dis-
tinct awards for the following 
year, one for an irrigated com-
munity and one for a dry farm-
ing community, but no decisions 

were made. 

In January 1916, John M. 
Beeler was named a director for 
the Riverside District Fair Asso-
ciation.   He braved a rainstorm 
to travel to Riverside to an-

nounce Murrieta was already 
preparing for the annual fair.  
John and the Murrieta residents 
were determined to place first in 

the community display that year. 

Meanwhile, in March 
1916, John Beeler expanded his 
business by building an ice 
house next to the bakery.  The 
project was completed by mid 
April.   He ordered two tons of 
ice to be delivered and then he 
sold it along with his bakery 
goods.   Murrieta residents could 
then purchase ice and make 
homemade ice cream during the 

hot summer days. 

 At the fair committee’s 
April meeting the following resi-

dents were named for 1916: 

 “Booth, G. L. Black and 
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When John Beeler quit dry-farming, he sold his livestock and 
equipment at a public auction and planned to move to Nebraska.  

Instead he used the money to buy the Murrieta bakery                                               

(Source: August 29, 1913, Hemet News)  

Dave Buchanan; fruit, Mrs. B. 
Anderson, Mrs. R. V. Brown, M. 
W. Thompson and Rev. Keifer; 
vegetables and plants, Dora Din-
widdie; farm products, Roy 
Southard, Ross Rail, J. S. 
Thompson; fancy work, Mrs. M. 
Dodd, and Mrs. G. L. Black; fi-
nance, John Walters, W. K. Tar-
water; recording secretary, Mrs. 
J. Beeler” (April 11, 1916, Riv-

erside Independent Enterprise) 

 

 The Annual Riverside 
County Fair came in October 
1916 and John Beeler and the 

Murrieta residents began assem-

bling their community exhibit. 

“Plans have been made 
to include practically everything 
grown on the ranches of the val-
ley in this display.  It will be an 
exposition of the great dry-
farming possibilities of sections 
of Riverside County and will 
undoubtedly be intensively in-
structive and interesting.  The 
space taken is 20 X 47 feet, and 
every bit of it will be carefully 
utilized to show what Murrieta is 
doing and can do.”  (October 5, 

1916, Riverside Daily Press) 

 

Murrieta’s exhibit titled, 
“Dry Farming Show of Varied 
Products” was a major attraction 
at the fair that year.  The judges 
cast their vote and Murrieta won 
first prize and $150.     John 
Beeler, chairman and general 
director of exhibits and the Mur-
rieta committee were proud of 
the residents’ contributions and 

efforts. 

In January 1917, John 
Beeler was re-elected as a direc-
tor of the fair association.  One 
month later he was re-elected to 
chair the Murrieta fair commit-
tee.     He was also elected presi-
dent of the Murrieta Chamber of 
Commerce.   Then in March, 
things began to change for the 

Beeler family. 

John Beeler purchased 
another bakery in Fallbrook.   He 
reassured the community that his 
family would be able to operate 
two bakeries through the sum-
mer.   In April, he missed the 
monthly fair committee meeting 
held at the bakery.   Vice chair-
man, M. W. Thompson con-
ducted the meeting.   Establish-
ing the new bakery was more 
than John could handle by him-
self.  He brought Mr. Holcomb 
with him to assist in the opera-

tions. 

At the May fair commit-
tee meeting, John Beeler was 
again absent and Thompson 
again led the proceedings.   It 
had become apparent that John 
would not be able to continue his 
involvement with the fair.   He 
stepped down as chairman of the 
fair committee.  M. W. Thomp-
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son replaced John Beeler and 
was assisted by Charles Hadsall 

and George L. Black. 

During the summer of 
1917, the Beeler family moved 
to Fallbrook.   Mrs. Coleman 
took over the Murrieta bakery 
operations.  It is unclear if she 
was working for John Beeler or 
if she was leasing the bakery.   
In October, she moved out and 
the bakery closed.  Afterwards 
John began moving his things to 

Fallbrook. 

Up until its closure, the 
bakery was used for the staging 
area for the county fair exhibit.   
Even with John Beeler’s ab-
sence, Murrieta produced an 

even larger exhibit than the pre-
vious year.   In the end though, 
the judges awarded Glenavon 
first prize and Murrieta second 

prize. 

As time passed John 
Beeler and his family would visit 
their friends in Murrieta every 
few years.   They visited Joel, Jr. 
and his family in Winchester at 
least once a year.   By 1922, 
John sold the Fallbrook bakery 
and moved his family to San 
Diego.   In that same year, his 
daughter, Beulah Beeler, married 

Leroy G. Sewell. 

Lucia Beeler passed 
away March 15, 1931 and was 
laid to rest in Greenwood Me-

morial Park in San Diego.  Two 
years later, John Beeler married 

Mrs. Rose Bense. 

They were married for almost 
thirty years.   John M. Beeler 
died on October 6, 1963 and was 

laid to rest beside his first wife. 

Though the Beeler family 
lived and operated a Murrieta 
bakery for only four years, their 
contributions to the area were 
valuable.   Their work in the 
community exhibits at the 
county fair helped to bring rec-
ognition and agricultural inter-
ests to the valley.    They were 
more than a baker family; they 
were supporters and promoters 

of Murrieta. 
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Next Monthly Board Meeting:   

Monday, December 4, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.   

Honeycutt Farms Family Restaurant 

40477 Murrieta Hot Springs Road, D2 

(In the Alta Murrieta Shopping Center) 

All members welcome to attend 


